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The Center for Global Engagement (CGE) facilitates international and
cross-cultural experiences for students faculty, staff and the greater
community in order to better integrate the University of North Georgia

into the globalized world.

This mission is supported by the current UNG Strategic Plan, Goal 1:

The University of North Georgia will promote academic excellence and
innovation by supporting academic rigor; trans-curricular learning; global

engagement; and technological innovation.

UNG completed its participation in the American Council on Education’s
Internationalization Lab this past year. Over 40 faculty and senior
leaders came together around specific topics to evaluate the current
internationalization efforts, gather and analyze data, and make

recommendations for future efforts at UNG. There is a final report

available on the CGE site outlining the roadmap for UNG's future

internationalization efforts.
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COLLABORATIVE ON-LINE
INTERNATIONAL LEARNING (COIL)

CGE would like to highlight the innovative work of several faculty
members and their virtual exchange activities.

e Faculty from the College of Arts and Letters have developed
COIL projects with faculty from Nanzan University in Nagoya,
Japan, for a number of years, and this past academic year
activities were embedded into the following UNG courses:

= JAPN 3001: Intermediate-Advanced Japanese |,
Dr. Tomoe Nishio
JAPN 3002: Intermediate-Advanced Japanese |,
Dr. Tomoe Nishio

= JAPN 3990: Special Topics, Dr. Tomoe Nishio

= ANTH 3610: Ethnography of East Asia: Popular Culture,
Dr. Robin O’'Day

= HIST 4800: Japanese Anime, Dr. Candice Wilson

» POLS 4295: Special Topics - Japan, Dr. Laurel Wei

The activities in the courses above ranged from collaborative video
projects, synchronous course attendance, journaling and reflection
papers, group discussions focused on specific themes, and the
design of a scholarly web page.

e COIL activities with Minzu University of China (MUC), Beijing,
China led by Yizhe Huang from Modern and Classical
Languages, included MUC students tutoring for a variety of
Chinese language courses and an intercultural communication
project with MUC business students and students in UNG's
Chinese in the Workplace course.

e Dr. Lauren Johnson, Assistant Dean in the College of Education
(COE), participated in the Steven'’s Institute’s Virtual Exchange
Academy, and then implemented ideas and strategies from the
Academy to develop a virtual exchange between UNG COE
students and students in the Faculty of Education at the
University of Johannesburg (UJ). The virtual exchange project
included undergraduate students who are pre-service teachers
from both institutions and the content related to the larger topic
of social justice issues in K-12 schooling and teacher education.
According to Dr. Johnson, “The students who participated were
engaged and passionate about the importance of equitable
access to quality education in our distinct sociocultural
contexts.”

This list is far from exhaustive, but provides a glimpse into a few of
the virtual global learning activities occurring at UNG. CGE would be
interested in hearing from faculty who are involved in similar
projects so we can better understand the scope of this type of
educational activity at UNG and make connections between faculty
interested in COIL.
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FACULTY TRAINING

CGE launched the Education Abroad and Study Away.
Academies to support faculty throughout the

development of faculty-led programs. Experienced
study abroad faculty directors along with CGE staff
shared their knowledge with Academy participants in a
series of workshops.

Participants' site visits were postponed due to COVID-
19 travel restrictions but are expected to be
completed in the fall 2021. A new-combined Academy
will be offered in Spring 2022.

ELEVATING STUDENT
VOICES & DEI WORK

Education Abroad (EA) staff used a variety of virtual
programs to amplify student voices and in particular,
those from historically marginalized groups.

EA staff hosted a virtual series titled "Engaging
Conversations" and Instagram live interviews

highlighting their education abroad experiences and
discussing topics important to students such as
financing education abroad.

STUDY ABROAD
MAJOR GUIDES

In collaboration with individual Academic
Departments, CGE created major-specific study
abroad guides. These guides are designed to provide
students and advisors with a curated list of programs
which offer major-specific courses abroad.

Guides are posted on the Education Abroad website.
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