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Institutional Review Board (IRB)
	
	
Consent Form



Title of the Study: [Insert Study Title]	Comment by IRB Chair: This title must match the project title in the IRB application.
Study Number: [Insert Study Number once assigned by IRB]	Comment by IRB Chair: For initial submissions, leave this as-is. Once you have submitted an application to the IRB and it has passed the pre-review stage, the IRB will assign your project a study number (e.g., 2019-000). Insert that here.

Principal Investigator: [Insert PI’s name and department]
Co-Investigator(s): [Insert name and department for all co-investigators] [DELETE if none]	Comment by IRB Chair: Co-investigators should be listed on the consent form, but research staff and other personnel who are not designated in the IRB application as co-investigators do not need to be listed on the consent form.
Faculty Advisor: [Insert FA’s name, department, and e-mail/phone] [DELETE if faculty/staff PI]

You have been asked to take part in a research study. The goal of this research study is to [describe specific purpose and scope]. We plan to have approximately [sample size] people take part. If you choose to take part, you will [Describe the procedures to be followed, clearly indicating the kinds of tasks that participants will be asked to perform, the duration of the tasks/study, a notice of and prospective agreement for any benign behavioral interventions, and the kinds of information they will be asked to provide, as appropriate to your research project.  Be sure to use language that is easy for the participants to understand. Avoid jargon and technical terminology.]	Comment by IRB Chair: Description should be in terms that can easily be understood by your research participants. 	Comment by IRB Chair: If you are using FERPA-protected information as research data, you must give a notice and get prospective agreement. For example, include a statement such as, “We are asking your permission to access and use FERPA-protected information for research purposes. Specifically, we will use [explain what FERPA-protected information will be used (e.g., class assignments, exam scores)]”.

If you are using Protected Health Information or HIPAA protected information, you should use the standard consent template.	Comment by IRB Chair: If conducting interviews, indicate whether the interview will be recorded, how it will be recorded, whether it will be transcribed, and how any tapes or transcriptions will be handled (including whether and when they will be destroyed). Then clearly describe how the results of the interview will be used (in thesis or dissertation work, publications, or other scholarly work) and whether the participant’s identity will be included in any publications/presentations.

If using deception, you must include a notice and prospective agreement such as “We may not tell you everything about the study up front, but we will explain more at the end of the study.” Please note, if participants do not provide prospective agreement to the deception, the research will not qualify for exempt review.


[ONE OF THE FOLLOWING IS REQUIRED]
We will not ask for your name or any other information that could be used to tell who you are. In other words, the information you provide will be anonymous. [OR]
We will ask for [specify the kind of identifiable information]. This information could be used to tell who you are. [If the data are not anonymous, state the extent to which the confidentiality of records identifying the subject will be maintained.  You should explain how the researchers will minimize the risk of breach of confidentiality by discussing any data security measures to be taken (storage, coding, encryption, limited access to study records, etc.). For example, “We will do the best we can to make sure that the information you provide is kept confidential.  We will store the recordings in a locked file cabinet in the principal investigator’s office.  We will not use your name or other information that could be used to tell who are in any presentations or publications. ”]	Comment by IRB Chair: Since there is no legal privilege between investigator and subject, a guarantee of complete or strict confidentiality should not be given or implied in the consent form.

In some cases we may need to share the information you provide.  The UNG Institutional Review Board makes sure that research with people is done ethically. They may review our records.  The research sponsor, [funding agency or sponsor name], may review our records.  State or federal laws or court orders may also require us to share information from the study records.	Comment by IRB Chair: Remove if research is not sponsored or if the sponsor does not require review of research records.
What are the risks and benefits of being in this research study?	Comment by IRB Chair: Note: Compensation (money, gift cards, course credit, etc.) should not be discussed here. They are included in the compensation section, if applicable.
[ONE OF THE FOLLOWING IS REQUIRED]
The risks involved are minimal [Describe any foreseeable risk and ways to reduce this risk (e.g., ability to skip questions, contact information for Student Counseling).] [OR] The risks involved are no greater than those you would encounter in daily activities. 
You [may/may not/will not] benefit from this research study. [Explain possible benefits that participants may get due to their participation.]	Comment by IRB Chair: If the research results could be clinically relevant, be sure to include a statement informing participants whether any results, including individual results, will be disclosed to them, and if so, under what conditions. If participants will not directly benefit from their participation, simply state “You will not benefit from this research.”

[Society / other people with… / other people who…] may benefit in the future because of what the researchers learn from this study. 	Comment by IRB Chair: Explain the social/future benefits, if any.
What will we pay or give you in exchange for being in this study?	Comment by IRB Chair: Delete this section if there is no compensation.
You will receive [detail the specific compensation that will be offered] for participating in this study. 
What are your rights as a research study volunteer?
Your participation in this study is voluntary.  You may choose not to take part in this study. There is no penalty if you decide not to take part.  You may stop or leave the study at any time.
[Explain the consequences of a subject's decision to withdraw from the research and procedures for orderly termination of participation by the subject. If collecting identifiable private information, be sure to discuss the process participants should use to have their info removed from the research records, destroyed, returned to them, etc., as appropriate.] 	Comment by IRB Chair: For example, if you are doing research with students in your class, you might say, “Leaving the study will not affect your course grade. You will have full access to instructor office hours and to help and tutoring services whether you take part or not.”

For questions about this study, you can call or email the principal investigator, [name of PI], at [business phone and/or email address] or the faculty advisor, [name of FA], at [business phone and/or email address].  	Comment by IRB Chair: Remove if PI is faculty/staff.

For questions about being a research participant, please contact the chair of the Institutional Review Board (irbchair@ung.edu) or the Research Integrity Officer (research-integrity@ung.edu).
Please confirm that you understand
If you are willing to participate in this research, please [sign/indicate this below].	Comment by IRB Chair: Choose the appropriate statement for your study. 

Provide the appropriate method for indicating consent. Either include a signature line or provide check boxes (e.g., “I consent” or “I do not consent”) if you are applying for a waiver of documentation of consent.
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