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Greetings Everyone,

Hello and welcome to our fourteenth  issue. 
As is the norm, our #PSIAfamily has been busy since 

the spring edition. And as usual, space constraints do not 
allow us to cover everything. That said, in the coming 
pages you will get a flavor of what our students, alumni 
and faculty are up to and have achieved the past several 
months. For more articles about our family visit PSIA 
News located on our Department Homepage. There you 
can keep up-to-date on all that is happening with our 
extended family, as well as to find past articles and all 
previous Newsletters.

Before we get to the rest of the newsletter’s content, I 
want to once more extend a special “Thank You” to all 
who generously have given to our Dr. Barry B. Friedman 
scholarship fund. Your generosity has assisted IA major 
Victoria Landa,  pre-law major Fatima Santillan and 
SSST major Jordan Barocas  with the economic aspect 
of their studies.  Please consider making a gift to the 
FRIEDMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND today as part of 
our RISE ‘25 campaign so we can achieve our goal of 
endowment status and thereby enable us (via you) to 
assist future PSIA students like Victoria, Fatima and 
Jordan. (see pg 13 and also our end page.)

Once again the #PSIAfamily boasts the #1 cadet in the 
nation! SSST major Cadet Benjamin Smith joins Chase 
Strickland, IA ‘14, as being recognized by the US Army 
Cadet Command as the top ROTC cadet in the US! 

We trust you will find this newsletter informative as 
well as entertaining, and would really like to include 
YOUR activities and accomplishments in a future issue. 
Please get in touch with us by filling out our ALUMNI 
INFORMATION FORM or simply drop us an e-mail at 
POLSIA-DAH@UNG.EDU. We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

Dr. Craig Greathouse 
Department Head 
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Chase Sanger, PS ‘12, was elected President of the Marietta Business 
Association (MBA) and took office on January 1, 2025. His theme is “The 
Year of Service” and the MBA will be partnering with the Kiwanis Club of 
Marietta on their Flag Project which deploys several hundred American 
flags around the city six times per year. The MBA will be selling merchandise 
with proceeds going to Shepherd’s Men and the SHARE Military Initiative 
which provides life-changing care for Post-9/11 Veterans dealing with 
traumatic brain injuries and PTSD. 

The Marietta Business Association comprises over 300 member-businesses 
and exists to promote the civic, social, business goals, tourism, commercial 
and economic welfare of our members.

Chase was highlighted in our Spring 2024 Newsletter. He currently works as 
a Field Representative for U.S. Congressman Barry Loudermilk, GA-11. 
In addition to his service on Marietta’s board, Chase also serves on UNG’s 
Alumni Association Board.

Chase Sanger -- 
Marietta Business Association’s New President

 Chase Sanger (r) with fellow Board member Justin Arndt

A tremendous “WELL DONE” to Cadet Benjamin Smith, recognized by the US Army’s Ca-
det Command as the No. 1 overall Army ROTC cadet out of 5,538 graduating nationally for 
the 2025-26 academic year.

Ben achieves this accolade eleven years after IA major Jonathan Strickland, ‘14 achieved 
that same distinction.

Ben, from Decatur, TN, is an SSST / Military Science major. He said being the No. 1 cadet 
“was a pleasant surprise.”

It may have been to him, but probably no to his peers and his professors. Some of his cadet 
career highlights include:

•	 Graduating from Air Assault School and Jungle School and attending Sapper School, 
all of which are Army specialty schools. He was the honor graduate of his Air Assault School 
class, and he was one of three UNG cadets to earn the Jungle Tab this past summer.

•	 Overseas experience at military academies in Poland and Latvia.

•	 A pair of stints at the Swiss Army mountaineering courses.

•	 Commander, Boar’s Head Brigade’s Mountain Order of Colombo.

We in the PSIA Department are exceptionally proud of Ben, and wish him all the best in his 
future Army career.

Benjamin Smith Leads the Nation

Ben, along with UNG President Michael Shannon

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
https://ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/_uploads/files/newsletter-updated/11_psia-newsletter-spring-2024.pdf?t=1760970732442
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PSIA 2025 Fulbright Honorees

Twenty-five percent of the UNG students designated earlier this spring as Fulbright 
semifinalists for 2025-26 are members of the #PSIAfamily!
“Well-done” to:

Class of ‘26 International Affairs major/ Korean language minor Justin Wlosko;

Class of ‘26 International Affairs/French double major Sara Gonzalez;

May 2025 graduate Political Science/Pre-law major Fatima Santillan; and

December 2024 graduate Political Science/Pre-law major Tracy Amaya.

Of these four, we have THREE selectees -- one of our students was selected to travel 
to Spain; and another two were named as alternates.
Tracy is heading to Spain as an English teaching assistant (ETA), while Fatima and 
Sara, who also have their sights on an ETA position in Spain, have been named as 
alternates.
When she received news of her selection, Tracy wrote her advisor, Dr. Bibek Chand: 
“To say that I am honored and humbled would be an understatement. I hope to 
continue making the PSIA Department proud and hopefully encourage more 
students to pursue similar opportunities.”
The U.S. State Department’s Fulbright program enables graduates to pursue research 
activities, become English teaching assistants, or enroll in graduate school in other 
countries. It is designed to increase mutual understanding between U.S. citizens and 
residents of more than 160 foreign countries, according to the Fulbright website.
Congratulations to these members of our #PSIAfamily who have excelled as students 
and who together contributed to UNG being named one of the Fulbright programs 
“Top Producing Institutions” for 2025-26!

UNG’s 2025 Meridian-
Cox Foreign Service 
Fellow
Senior political science major Claudia 
Marban spent her final undergraduate 
summer participating in the Meridian-Cox 
Foreign Service Fellowship for Emerging 
Leaders. Selected as one of just 20 students 
nationwide, and one of two UNG students, 
Claudia gained hands-on insight into careers 
in the Foreign Service through this fully-
funded program.

A resident of Gillsville, GA and a graduate of 
East Hall High School, Claudia first became 
interested in diplomacy while participating 
in Model United Nations at UNG. The 
fellowship offered her an opportunity to 
explore her passion more deeply and think 
about her future career path.

During the program, Claudia visited the 
United Nations Information Center and 
the Peace Corps, met with diplomats and

Foreign Service officers, and participated 
in workshops highlighting the real-
world challenges of a diplomatic career. 
For Claudia, the fellowship provided 
invaluable insight into what a career 
in the Foreign Service really entails. 

Associate PSIA professor Dr. Bibek Chand, 
mentor to Claudia on our Gainesville 
campus said:

“This selective fellowship was a great 
opportunity for our students to get a 
glimpse of Foreign Service opportunities 
and experience professional networking 
in D.C. [Claudia has] gone above and 
beyond to seek opportunities for 
professional development. Apart from 
being very engaged on campus, [she 
has] consistently sought external 
opportunities. The fellowship challenges 
students to think about long-term 
career choices and the importance of 
engaging outside of one’s comfort zones. 
I am confident that Claudia gained great 
experiences that will inform her career 
trajectories.”

With her roots in Gainesville, her UNG 
education, and the experience gained from 
the Meridian-Cox Fellowship, Claudia is 
excited to pursue a career in diplomacy that 
will allow her to make a meaningful impact 
in international relations.

“I wanted to learn more about diplomacy and which careers are out there.”   Claudia Marban

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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The fourth iteration of Dr. 
Eddie Mienie’s National 
Intelligence Summer 
Academy (NISA) was 
held on UNG’s Cumming 
campus this past July. 
New to the NISA program 
this year, and a huge 
success, was the inclusion 
on the staff of four 
undergraduate students, 
two of whom -- Hailey 
Thomas, ‘26 and Cristin 
Gibson, ‘27, are members 
of the #PSIAfamily.
Both students had a terrific 
time, from the attendee 
side as well as from the staff 
support side, and reflect on 
their week: 
Majoring in SSST with an 
Intelligence concentration 
and a Russian language 
minor, senior Hailey 
Thomas hails from Seville, 
FL. During the current 
academic year she is 
serving as president of 
UNG’s student chapter of 
IAFIE -- the International 
Association for Intelligence 
Education,  as well as the 

Boar’s Head Brigade’s 
Headquarters Company 
commander.

“I’m really looking 
for an idea of how I 
can provide better 
content to the student 
members of IAFE 
and learn something 
more to benefit my 
own career,” she 
said. “Being a staff 
assistant inspired me 
to continue moving 
in this direction 
and verifies it. This 
is exactly what I 
want to be doing: 
work in intelligence, 
help protect the 
United States and 
work to uphold the 
Constitution.”

Gainesville native and 
fellow SSST/Intelligence 
major junior Cristin Gibson 
wanted to:

“... meet people in my 
field of study and hear 
from them what their 
lives have been like 

in their respective 
agencies, hoping they 
can provide insight 
as to how I could 
possibly do the same 
for myself one day,” 
she said. “I love the 
diversity within the 
FBI. I love what it’s 
about and what it 
does domestically and 
internationally.”

From Cristin’s perspective, 
the speakers did not 
disappoint: 

“They are so dedicated 
to what they do. “They 
have served a lifetime 
to their country, the 
cause, and all they 
want to do is help the 
next generation. I 
think that’s important. 
They’ve shared and 
relived some of the best 
- and worst - moments, 
but they love what they 
do. It’s tough and it’s 
dirty. It’s not glamorous 
like Hollywood makes 
it out to be.”

Students Join NISA ‘25 Staff

(L-R) Hailey, Lydia O’Neil (UGA), Cristin, and Madison Dewey (UNG/CJ)

Nearly ONE-THIRD of the Boar’s Head Brigade’s recently-named
Distinguished Military  Graduates are members of our PSIA family!

Kudos to our PSIA cadets, who are among the 37 members of the Boar’s Head Brigade that earned Distin-
guished Military Graduate (DMG) status for the 2025-26 academic year. Special kudos to SSST major Cadet 
Benjamin Smith, who was ranked #1 among all ROTC cadets in the country. (see article pg. 3)

DMG recognition is given by the US Army’s Cadet Command to commissioning cadets who finish in the top 
20% of Army ROTC graduates on the national Order of Merit List. Cadets join the list by achieving superior 
grade-point averages, strong performance in the Army Fitness Test, and proving their worth as exceptional 
leaders in their college ROTC training. The DMG designation remains on their Army record throughout 
their military career.

Senior cadet Mia Libosada, from Marietta, was interviewed by UNG News. Mia is an IA /Asia major with a 
minor in Korean and has won the nationally competitive Boren and Critical Language scholarships. That 
funding allowed her to study abroad at Yonsei University and Pusan University in South Korea. She also took 
part in a military exchange at the Korean Military Academy. In total, she has spent about two years studying 
in South Korea. Mia is currently completing an internship at the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for 
Security Studies in Honolulu, Hawaii, before commissioning in December.

“All of these experiences have exposed me to different people, perspectives and the goals of various 
nations,” Mia told UNG News. “These opportunities have prepared me well for what I will be facing 
as a newly commissioned second lieutenant in the Army.”

Hearty CONGRATULATIONS to these outstanding future leaders and members of our family!

Distinguished Military Students 

Jordan Barrocas | SSST Intelligence
Stephen Claghorn SSST/Military Science

Micah Dell | SSST Language
Jason DiSimone | Political Science
Gillian Garner | SSST Intelligence

Mia Libosada | IA Asia
Thomas Maddalone | SSST Intl Affairs

Avery Maddox | SSST Intelligence
Ari Serrao | SSST

Benjamin Smith | SSST Military Science
Olivia Sullens | IA Europe

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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Recent Graduates 

August ‘25 
Master of Arts in International Affairs

Brittany Reyes 

Master of Public Administration
Samantha Akyan

International Affairs
David Chester | Europe

Andrew Garner | Europe
Sara Gonzalez | Europe

Political Science
Mathew Fuld| Political Science

Luke Mckinney| Political Science
Alexandre Godoy | Political Science

Connor Cates | Political Science
Brendon Goss | Pre-Law
Naomi Chang | Pre-Law 

Anastasia Cannon| Pre-Law
Tyler Garner | Pre-Law

Jennifer Renteria| Pre-Law

May ‘25 
Master of Arts in International Affairs   

Charles Aitchison 
Ian Blalock

Shane Blalock
Maycey Brady

Master of Public Administration
Rachel Frisbie

Brittany Groves
Anthony Hodgkins

Amber Patch 

International Affairs
Maren Cooper | Asia

Political Science
Brodie Chandler | Political Science

Kyrie Gerdes | Political Science
Jamie Humes | Political Science

Rubi Islas | Political Science
Matthew Marchione | Political Science

Gabriela Ocasio | Political Science
Aidan Porciello | Political Science

Welldy Puac | Political Science
Fatima Santillan | Political Science

Arthur Vang | Political Science
Jocelyn Vargas | Political Science
Lena Whitley | Political Science

Kelly FitzGerald| Pre-Law
Hayden Frye| Pre-Law

Dominick Ledesma| Pre-Law
Lauren Nelson| Pre-Law
Rosa Morales| Pre-Law

William Thurmond | Pre-Law
Benjamin Tomana| Pre-Law

Jonnathun Mouton | Political Science Pathway 
Lauren Nelson | Political Science Pathway

Evan Thompson | Political Science Pathway

Strategic & Security Studies   
Santiago Lasserre-Couture | Cybersecurity

MacAulay McCartney | History 
Ian Priour | History

Ethan Stroup | Intelligence
Evalina Wiseman | Intelligence
Matthew Valencia | Intelligence

Andrew Moreshead | Int’l Affairs
Austin Riner | Language

Devin Petmecky | Military Science

Dr. Eric Wilk Receives Teaching Excellence Award

“I’m humbled to win when there 
are so many great teachers here 
at UNG.”             Dr. Erik Wilk

CONGRATULATIONS to Assistant 
Professor Dr. Eric Wilk, the 2025 recipient 
of the University of North Georgia’s 
Distinguished Teaching Award!

Presented by UNG’s Center for Teaching, 
Learning, and Leadership (CTLL), the award 
recognizes excellence in teaching by a faculty 
member over the course of a distinguished 
career. CTLL’s Award Review Committee 
recognized Eric’s exceptionally strong 
“alignment with the award criteria including 
his teaching philosophy, methodical 
examination of practice, and continual 
improvement of teaching and learning.” 
Additionally, the Committee highlighted 
his “history of sustained impact on student 
learning both in and out of the classroom.”

“I’m humbled to win when there are 
so many great teachers here at UNG. 
From the beginning, teaching has 
brought a number of obstacles to 
someone who had a debilitating fear 
of public speaking, but God’s grace 
has helped transform that fear into a 
strength.”

Since joining PSIA in August of 2021, Dr. 
Wilk has been an integral member of our 
political science program on the Gainesville 
campus, focusing on American politics, 
statistics, and research design. He earned his 
Ph.D. in political science from the University 
at Buffalo (UB), SUNY in 2010 and a Master’s 
Degree in political management at the George 
Washington University in Washington, DC 
in 2000.

PSIA Associate Department Head Dr. Raluca 
Viman-Miller, who oversees our Gainesville 
faculty, was not surprised --

Dr. Eric Wilk with Nighthawk Legacy Award 
Winner Lauren Nelson

“Eric is a great asset to our 
political science program. His 
is a conscientious teacher who 
continually makes adjustments to 
his classes to keep them relevant 
and engaging for all his students, 
whether brand-new freshmen 
or soon-to-graduate seniors. His 
receipt of this recognition is a credit 
both to him personally, and also to 
the entire PSIA department.”

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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Blue Ridge Faculty Member Gets a New Position
CONGRATULATIONS to Associate 
Professor Dr. Nathan Price, who was named 
by UNG President Michael Shannon to 
serve as interim executive director of UNG’s 
Blue Ridge Campus, effective Aug 1st, when 
the current executive director, Sandy Ott, 
retires.

As many of you know, Nathan has been 
PSIA’s sole faculty member on the Blue 
Ridge Campus since it opened in 2015. 
Those of you who had him at the front of 
your classroom for either Global Issues, 
Intro to American Government, or Intro 
to Comparative Politics know first-
hand his passion for helping students 
#experiencemore. In addition to his ten 
years in the UNG classroom, Nathan has 
led both the Blue Ridge Scholars program 
and Emerging Leaders Program.

Nathan is extremely honored to have been 
chosen for this position and is looking 
forward to entering a new phase of his 
professional career. While he will still 
be found in the Blue Ridge classrooms, 
although perhaps not as often as previously, 
he will be leading the Blue Ridge campus 
during what he sees will be an “exciting 
time.” The campus recently opened its new 
“David E. Ralston Hall,” named in honor 
of the late speaker of the Georgia House of 
Representatives and 1976 UNG Political 
Science major. Two main tenants of the Hall 
will be the Education program, currently 
on campus, and the Nursing program, 
scheduled to arrive in 2026. The presence 
of both of these programs and the offering 
of their respective undergraduate degrees 
to the students in Blue Ridge fills, according 
to Dr. Price, “a large need in the region and 
presents not only a fantastic opportunity 

for the students but also for the entire 
Northern Georgia community.

Nathan with Lori Bramlett, Assistant Director of 
Enrollment Services (l) and Emma Mitchell, Blue 
Ridge Scholar & two-time Student Government 

Association president

An Associate Professor of Political 
Science and International Affairs, Nathan 
completed his bachelor’s degree in political 
science and history at Miami University 
and a Master of Arts and Ph.D. in political 
science at Louisiana State University. He 
studied at Miami University’s Dolibois 
European Center located in Luxembourg. 
Nathan has served as a faculty member for 
the USG Goes Global program in Madrid, 
Spain. He has also been a go-to political 
science expert for national and Atlanta 
media during the 2020, 2022 and 2024 
election cycles.

Changing Faces in PSIA
A hearty “WELCOME” to the three most recent additions to 
our faculty ranks -- Drs. Ronnie Grant, T.J. Liguori and Michael 
Westberg.
Ronnie comes to us direct from Florida International University, 
where he received his  Ph.D. in International Relations (IR) 
in 2024. In addition to his IR doctorate, Ronnie holds a Juris 
Doctor (JD) from the University of Puerto Rico. He joins 
our International Affairs program and will be sharing his 
expertise with undergraduate students primarily in the fields 
of International Law and everyone’s favorite -- International 
Political Economy
 
T.J. arrives at UNG from an extended stint in the undergraduate 
classroom at his alma mater, Florida International University. 
Dr. Liguori completed his doctoral work at FIU in International 
Relations in 2020 and was appointed the Khalid and Diana 
Mirza Visiting Postdoctoral Associate in FIU’s Department 
of Politics and International Relations the following fall. His 
expertise in political theory and the South Asian region is a 
welcome addition to our International Affairs program.
 
Michael adds his expertise to our Political Science program on 
our Oconee campus. Having grown up and spent most of his 
adult life in the greater Atlanta area, including receiving both 
his M.A. and his PH.D. in Political Science from Georgia State 
University, he is already well-acquainted with UNG and the 
high-caliber students in PSIA.
 
While saying “hello” to Ronnie, T.J. and Michael, we 
unfortunately are forced to say “goodbye” to Dr. Elliot 
Montagano. Those of you who got to know Dr. Montagano over 
the past several years, particularly those of you in our political 
science program, know what a wealth of experience he brought 
to the classroom. Though we will miss Elliot, we wish him all the 
best as he heads out on the next phase of his professional life.

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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4 + 1 Arrives
We have unveiled an exciting new opportunity for our most motivated students: the MAIA 4+1 Program. This 
initiative, set to be available to students beginning in the fall of 2026, will provide an accelerated pathway to a 
master’s degree. Quite simply -- undergraduates will be able to earn both a bachelor’s AND a master’s degree in 
a total of just five years!

The program was created to help talented students fast-track their careers in international affairs while staying 
within the UNG community. “This initiative is about giving our students an edge…It allows them to deepen 
their expertise and enter the job market with both academic and practical advantages.” Dr. Cristian Harris, 
Professor of Political Science and one of the program’s two advisors said.

A Streamlined Pathway to Success

The MAIA 4+1 Program is open to Dahlonega campus-based students majoring in most of our degree programs 
-- Political Science, Political Science/Pre-Law, International Affairs, or Strategic and Security Studies (only 
the International Affairs concentration).  During their final year as an undergraduate, students in the program 
can take four graduate-level courses that will count toward both degrees. After completing their undergraduate 
requirements, just one additional year of graduate study leads to the Master of Arts in International Affairs 
(MAIA).

The program’s structure is intended to provide continuity in mentorship and instruction, as graduate students 
will be able to work with the same dedicated faculty members who guided them through their undergraduate 
studies. Summer courses will also be available to help participants stay on track or even get ahead.

Who Can Apply?

The application period will open each May, and juniors who have completed at least 80 credit hours (including 
21 upper-division hours) will be eligible to apply. A minimum GPA of 3.25, two letters of recommendation, and 
a 600-word Statement of Purpose will be part of the application to help ensure students are ready to meet the 
challenges of graduate-level coursework while finishing their undergraduate degrees.

Preparing Global Leaders

The 4+1 Program was developed in response to growing student demand for programs that combine academic 
rigor, flexibility, and real-world preparation. In a field as interconnected and competitive as international 
affairs, this accelerated option provides students with a head start toward advanced careers in diplomacy, 
global policy, and international organizations.

As Dr. Harris explained, “Our graduates are entering a world that requires both deep knowledge and adaptability. 
The 4+1 Program gives them both—faster.”

For students eager to lead in the international arena, UNG’s MAIA 4+1 Program isn’t just a degree path—it’s a 
launchpad for global impact.

Once again, Dr. Eddie Mienie’s 
National Intelligence Summer 
Academy (NISA) held on UNG’s 
Cumming campus this past 
July was a resounding success 
for the high school students in 
attendance. Organized and led by 
Dr. Mienie, the program provided 
an intense and exciting look at 
the field of intelligence and the 
US Intelligence Community. 

During the week-long program, 

NISA attendees got to hear 
first-hand from practitioners 
in the field — from US agencies 
such as the National Security 
Agency, the Central Intelligence 
Agency and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, as well as from 
foreign organizations. Together, 
the speakers combined their 
experiences and insights to meet 
NISA’s three primary goals – 
to lift the veil of secrecy on the 

hidden world of intelligence; 
to provide a context for 
understanding the important 
role intelligence has played in our 
nation’s history and continues 
to play today; and to provide a 
foundational knowledge of the 
intelligence field, setting the 
stage for possible careers in the 
field.

NISA 2025

NISA participants with Dr. Edward Mienie, far left, UNG President Michael 
P. Shannon, front row and Dr. Elisabeth Burgess, dean of UNG's College of 

Arts & Letters, far right.

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
https://ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/national-intelligence-summer-academy.php
https://ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/national-intelligence-summer-academy.php
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RISE 2025 & the Friedman Scholarshi

RISE, UNG’s annual crowd-
funding campaign, is nearing its 
conclusion , officially ending No-
vember 7, 2025.

The RISE Campaign is orga-
nized by UNG’s Alumni Associa-
tion and seeks to raise money for 
specific UNG scholarships. 

As we have the past several 
years, we  continue the drive to 
fund our own PSIA scholarship, 
The Barry D. Friedman Scholar-
ship in Political Science & Inter-
national Affairs.

To date you have contributed 
nearly $23,000 to the scholar-
ship fund!

By the end of this current RISE 
campaign, we are hoping to 
reach the  “magical” $25,000 
benchmark to make this schol-
arship endowed and self-perpet-
uating, so students for years to 
come can benefit from it.

We awarded the first scholarship 
in 2023. The three recipients of the 
scholarship, whom you met in the 
past three Spring Newsletters re-
spectively,  each received $1,000 for 
their final academic year. Thanks to 
your generosity, future PSIA majors 
-- undergraduate students majoring 
in Political Science, International 
Affairs, or Strategic and Security 
Studies who have completed at least 
nine credit hours in POLS courses 
and who have a minimum cumula-
tive GPA of at least a 2.75 -- will re-
ceive the same amount. Selections 
take place every spring semester.

The Barry D. Friedman Scholarship 
seeks to make learning more afford-
able, reward students that study 
hard, and show our students that the 
PSIA Department truly cares about 
them. 

Professor emeritus Dr. Barry D. 
Friedman, former Department Head 
Dr. Dlynn Armstrong-Williams, and 
the department as a whole designed

this scholarship to recognize 
and support exceptional stu-
dents within our department. 
The scholarship has been made 
possible through the generous 
contributions of people like you 
who share our passion in invest-
ing in the future of our students.

If YOU are willing and able to 
help us achieve our goal and 
assist future PSIA students in 
their academic pursuits, even if 
it’s only $1, please visit us:

FRIEDMAN 
SCHOLARSHIP

Let us come together as a family 
to celebrate this exciting  oppor-
tunity and support the next gen-
eration of Political Science & 
International Affairs students!

Dahlonega’s Memorial Hall Gets a New Look
If you haven’t been on the Dahlonega campus in a while, prepare for another “shock” 

(or two)!

As UNG continues to evolve and change, another long-standing feature has quietly 
made its exit: the 25-meter indoor pool housed in the Dahlonega campus’ Memorial Hall. 

The pool, while filled with fond memories to many alumni and longtime Nighthawks, 
had become increasingly plagued with low usage coupled with high maintenance costs, 
an unsustainable combination.

As part of the department’s larger efforts to support student sports activities, the pool 
was filled in and remade into a large and airy strength-training facility. In combination 
with the weight room located in the Convocation Center, UNG’s athletes have plenty of 
options to improve their performance and continue UNG’s tradition of success.

before

after

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
https://ung.imodules.com/s/1863/cf19/home.aspx?sid=1863&gid=2&pgid=878
https://ung.imodules.com/friedman
https://ung.imodules.com/friedman
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  under construction Oct 2025

artist’s rendering
[courtesy of https://ung.edu/president/wynne-mathews-military-science-center.php]

And if that is not enough change for you –
 check out the photos below!

In our Fall 2024 Newsletter we shared with you views of the remodeled drill field. 
Terrain-altering equipment moved in this past summer followed by building con-
struction teams, transforming the hillside in front of Gaillard Hall into what will be-
come the new two-story home for the Wynne-Mathews Military Science Center. 
Set to open in time for the fall 2026 semester, the Center is designed primarily as a 
classroom building and will replace some of the functionality currently housed in 
the Pennington Military Leadership Center (MLC) located next door to the library. 

If you need this document in an alternate format for accessibility purposes,
contact us at polsia-dah@ung.edu.

What have you been up to? Let us know HERE!

FOLLOW 
US!

Our Dr. Barry Friedman Scholarship has been awarded to three 
deserving PSIA students since its inception in 2023. In the early 
spring of 2026 we will award the scholarship to a fourth student! To 
continue assisting our students in the coming years we need YOUR 
help!

Your gracious DONATION will go toward building the body of the 
scholarship investment, working toward its endowment.

Several articles in this Newsletter 
have been edited from the original 
due to space considerations. To see 
the complete article, please visit PSIA 
NEWS.

If you have a need for an intern or know 
of internship opportunities, please 
reach out to us  at polsia-dah@ung.edu.

Department of Political Science &  International Affairs

#ung_psia #experiencemore

The Dr. Barry D. Friedman 
Scholarship 

in honor of
Professor Emeritus

Dr. Barry Friedman 

#PSIAfamily’s

Student Scholarship

Click Here to DonateToday

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
https://ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/_uploads/files/newsletter-updated/12-psia_newsletter-fall-2024.pdf?t=1760967535204
https://ung.edu/president/wynne-mathews-military-science-center.php
http://polsia-dah@ung.edu
https://forms.ung.edu/view.php?id=1188825
https://www.facebook.com/PSIADept/
https://twitter.com/UngPsia
https://www.instagram.com/ung_psia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd2pdOmROFn_PwQAq3xKA0w
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ung-political-science-international-affairs/
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1863/bp18/fdn/interior-fdn.aspx?sid=1863&gid=2&pgid=418&cid=1063&dids=1724
https://ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/news/index.php
https://ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/news/index.php
http://polsia-dah@ung.edu

